A DISCOVERY

* Your poor little head is full of nothing but these romances,
and love for Mr. Hervey. It is your love for him that makes
you fear that he will be jealous. But he is not so simple as
you are. He will forgive you for wishing that the knight in
the white plumes should be victorious, especially as you did
not know that the other knight was Mr. Hervey. Come, my
love, dress yourself, and think no more of these foolish dreams,
and all will go well.3

CHAPTER  XXVII
A  DISCOVERY
INSTEAD of the open, childish, affectionate familiarity with
which Virginia used to meet Clarence Hervey, she now received
him with reserved, timid embarrassment. Struck by this
change in her manner, and alarmed by the dejection of her
spirits, which she vainly strove to conceal, he eagerly inquired,
from Mrs. Ormond, into the cause of this alteration.
Mrs. Onnond's answers, and her account of all that had
passed during his absence, increased his anxiety. His in-
dignation was roused by the insult which Virginia had been
offered by the strangers who had scaled the garden-wall. All
his endeavours to discover who they were proved ineffectual;
but, lest they should venture to repeat their visit, he removed
her from Windsor, and took her directly to Twickenham.
Here he stayed with her and Mrs. Ormond some days, to deter-
mine, by his own observation, how far the representations that
had been made to him were just. Till this period he had been
persuaded that Virginia's regard for him was rather that of
gratitude than of love ; and with this opinion, he thought that
he had no reason seriously to reproach himself for the imprudence
with which he had betrayed the partiality that he felt for her in
the beginning of their acquaintance. He flattered himself that
even should she have discerned his intentions, her heart would
not repine at any alteration in his sentiments ; and if her happi-
ness were uninjured, his reason told him that he was not in
honour bound to constancy. The case was now altered. Un-
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